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Sustainable Cities and Structural Transformation 
in Africa 

 
OECD Development Centre Governing Board Workshop 

&  
African Economic Outlook 2016 Experts’ Meeting 

 
8 and 9 October 2015 
OECD Headquarters 

2 rue André Pascal, 75016 Paris 
 

Draft Annotated Agenda 
 

About these co-ordinated meetings 

The meeting will start on Thursday morning with a workshop in which the Member 
Countries of the OECD Development Centre Governing Board specifically are invited to 
participate. Based on presentations by select Development Centre Member Countries from 
different regions about their urbanisation experiences, this inaugural session will facilitate 
mutual learning amongst Governing Board Member Countries and invited experts. 

The ensuing Experts’ Meeting on Thursday afternoon and Friday morning will focus more 
specifically on Africa’s experiences. Sessions will foster an exchange amongst experts to 
inform the thematic part of the Africa Economic Outlook 2016 under the working title of 
“Sustainable cities and structural transformation in Africa”. Two or three experts will kick-
start each session with short introductions before all are invited to join in the discussion. 
This draft annotated agenda will evolve after consulting with invited experts on how best 
to organise the dialogue and benefit from their knowledge and experience. A final agenda 
with assigned roles will be circulated ahead of the meeting. 

 

Contacts 

Agenda: arthur.minsat@oecd.org / Logistics: elisabeth.turner@oecd.org  

mailto:arthur.minsat@oecd.org
mailto:elisabeth.turner@oecd.org
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The African Economic Outlook (AEO) is the annual report produced by the African Development Bank (AfDB), 
the OECD Development Centre (OECD-DEV) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Over 
the last 15 years, it has become an essential reference for monitoring the continent’s economic, social and 
political developments. The Outlook provides original economic analysis and forecasts for each of the 
54 African countries. In addition, each edition focuses on a special theme. In 2015, the focus was regional 
development and spatial inclusion (available at www.africaneconomicoutlook.org).  

The 2016 Outlook will be dedicated to “Sustainable cities and structural transformation in Africa” (working 
title) and is scheduled to launch in spring 2016.  

This Experts’ Meeting will gather essential input from African and international researchers and 
practitioners. In particular, it will explore ways in which African cities can become positive drivers of the 
continent’s structural transformation in the context of the multiple challenges identified in AEO 2015 on 
“Regional Development and Spatial Inclusion” as well as in previous editions. Particular emphasis will be on 
job creation, access to quality services and mitigating the environmental externalities of agglomeration in 
the face of fast demographic growth and weak urban planning resources and institutions. Through this 
research, the OECD Development Centre and  its partners seek to (i) support the roll-out of the First Ten 
Years Implementation Plan (2014-2023) of the African Union’s Agenda 2063, adopted at the AU Summit in 
June 2015, especially its objective of increasing urban investments under Aspiration 1: A Prosperous Africa 
based on inclusive Growth and Sustainable Development; and (ii) support the implementation of SDG 11 
centred on making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

To contribute to these objectives, the AEO 2016 Experts’ Meeting will gather specialists of development and 
urban economics, economic geography, spatial planning, as well as prospective studies and forecasting with 
experience on Africa and other regions of the world. 

  

http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/
http://agenda2063.au.int/en/sites/default/files/01_Agenda2063_popular_version_ENG%20FINAL%20April%202015.pdf
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Thursday 8 October 
09:30 to 13:00 - Room CC2 

OECD Development Centre Governing Board Workshop  
“Urbanisation and structural transformation in emerging and OECD economies:  

What lessons for Africa?” 

Urbanisation presents opportunities for accelerating structural transformation and making development 
more sustainable in Africa. Higher urban densities are usually associated with higher productivity. Moreover, 
cities can play a key role in achieving national environmental goals since they contribute disproportionately 
to energy consumption. Seizing those benefits, however, requires policy action. This special inaugural 
session will discuss how urban development strategies have shaped urbanisation in emerging and OECD 
economies. It aims to facilitate mutual learning amongst Governing Board Member Countries and invited 
experts from recent urbanisation experiences and feed into the subsequent sessions of the AEO 2016 
Experts’ Meeting. 

09:30 – 10:00 Registration  
10:00 – 10:15 Opening remarks 

- Pierre Duquesne, Chair of the OECD Development Centre Governing Board and 
Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of France to the OECD  

- Mario Pezzini, Director, OECD Development Centre  

10:15 – 11:00 Experiences of emerging economies 

- Liu Yunzhong, Senior fellow, Department of Development Strategy and Regional 
Economy, Development Research Center of the State Council of the People’s 
Republic of China 

- Santhosh Mathew, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, Government 
of India (tbc) 

- Susan Parnell, African Center for Cities, Department of Environmental and 
Geographical Sciences at the University of Cape Town 

11:00 – 11:30 Experiences of OECD countries 

- Kadir Topbas (tbc), Mayor of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality and President of 
the United Cities and Local Governments  

- OECD Governance Directorate 

11:30 – 12:30 The urbanisation-development nexus: what implications for Africa? 

- Anthony Venables, BP Professor of Economics, Department of Economics, 
University of Oxford 

- Sudarshan Bhadain, Minister of Financial Services, Good Governance and 
Institutional Reforms, Republic of Mauritius (tbc) 

- Klaus Rudischhauser, Deputy Director General, European Commission (tbc) 

- Concluding remarks 

Luncheon is provided 
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Thursday 8 October 
14:30 to 18:00 - Room D 

 
African Economic Outlook 2015 Experts’ Meeting 

14:30 – 14:45 Opening remarks 
14.45 – 16.00 Session 1 - Africa’s urbanisation: What are the implications for structural 

transformation? 

African cities are important drivers of Africa’s growth and Africa is expected to undergo 
one of the most rapid urbanisation processes in recent history; still, urbanisation so far 
has not been associated with structural transformation. While the shift from rural to 
urban employment is estimated to have driven a  20–50% growth in  productivity in some 
African countries, many others – especially those endowed with natural resources – 
urbanised without industrialising. The informal economy’s workforce is estimated to 
account for 61% of urban employment and 93% of all new jobs created. Unplanned 
urbanisation magnifies challenges such as environmental degradation, deteriorating 
living conditions and increasing insecurity. The 21st century also brings new challenges to 
urban planners, such as unprecedented levels of demographic pressure and vulnerability 
to environmental hazards such as air pollution or climate change. Urban areas account 
for about 60% of the continent‘s population that live in low elevation coastal zones that 
are vulnerable to the risk of rising sea levels and frequent floods. 

Building on the last session of the morning workshop, this session will explore in depth 
the urbanisation-structural transformation nexus, looking in particular at: 

• What are the opportunities and risks associated with Africa’s urbanisation?  
• What types of urban development could be conducive to the continent’s 

sustainable structural transformation? 
• How can urbanisation policies cope with strong demographic pressures and 

climate change?  

Answering these questions requires identifying what determines urbanisation patterns 
and identifying realistic strategic options. A discussion of past experiences and possible 
scenarios for the future will be necessary to guide public action. 

14:45 – 15:20 Introductions 

15:20 – 16:00 Discussion 

16:00 – 16:15 Coffee break 
16.15 – 18.00 Session 2 - Sustainable urbanisation: Which strategies at the national level? 

Chair: Abebe Shimeles, Acting Head of Research, AfDB 

Effective national urban development strategies can help increase rural-urban linkages 
and optimise regional development to promote structural transformation. African 
nations have experimented with various policies – including creating new cities and 
logistics hubs, moving administrative capitals, building industrial clusters, or promoting 
networks of intermediary cities. Yet, these policies have shown limitations, and 
urbanisation remains mostly unplanned. Beyond the necessary investment in 
infrastructure, major bottlenecks often include the lack of viable strategies and 
inadequate capacity for planning and implementation.  
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This session will explore in depth the role of national policy frameworks in promoting 
sustainable cities that contribute positively to national development, looking in particular 
at: 

• How best can the dynamics of urbanisation and the overall process of national 
development be connected?  

• Which are the key components to build efficient urban networks and urban-rural 
linkages?  

• How can urban development increase productivity and opportunities in rural 
areas?  

• What are the investment priorities to promote sustainable cities efficiently? 
 

16:15 – 16:55 Introductions 

16:55 – 18:00 Discussion 
 

Friday 9 October 
09:30 to 13:00 - Room D 

African Economic Outlook 2016 Experts’ Meeting (continued) 

09:30 – 10:30 Session 3 - Sustainable cities: Which strategies at the local level? 

Chair: Ayodele Odusola, Chief of Strategy and Analysis, Africa Bureau, UNDP 

Cities need adequate urban governance policies and institutional capacities to plan and 
manage urban growth, as well as effective relationships across different levels of 
governance (multi-level governance). Improving access to energy, infrastructure and 
services, developing private enterprises, better capturing land value, improving 
governance and mobilising resources more effectively are key to improving productivity 
and well-being in African cities. But environmental risks and the proliferation of informal 
settlements magnify existing structural challenges. Participatory decision-making may 
help inform policy making, yet it cannot compensate fully for the lack of local data and 
capacity. Fiscal decentralisation remains limited.  

This session will explore in depth the process underpinning urban governance,  looking in 
particular at: 

• How can local policy-makers best plan urban development and design policies 
under existing constraints?  

• How can resources for urban governance, planning and investment be mobilised 
and spent more efficiently?  

• What are the best ways to follow up efficiently on the implementation of urban 
strategies? 

09:30 – 09:45 Introductions 

09:45 – 10:30 Discussion 

10.30 – 10.45 Coffee break 
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10.45 – 12.30 Session 4 - A reform agenda for sustainable urban development in Africa 

Chair: Mario Pezzini, Director, OECD Development Centre 

This session will discuss how policies can best promote sustainable cities in support of 
Africa’s structural transformation. The continent boasts the world’s highest rate of 
annual urban growth, which is expected to remain at 4% until 2020. The significance of 
Africa’s urban settlements will thus grow further as the continent becomes primarily 
urban by the mid-2030s. Cities will be instrumental in achieving and monitoring the 
objectives of the post-2015 agenda, especially SDGs 11, 6, 7, 8 and 9 that are related to 
urban issues. However, urban development policies have yet to be recognised as an 
integral part of Africa’s structural transformation agenda. The specificity of Africa’s 
economic and social challenges requires innovative approaches.  

This session aims to identify the essential components of a policy agenda that can take 
better account of Africa’s urbanisation dynamics, opportunities and challenges. Some 
of the questions to be addressed include:  

• How can we improve our analytical tools and statistical capacities to better 
support a reform agenda for urban development?  

• How can development strategies address the possible linkages and trade-offs 
between structural transformation and sustainable urbanisation?  

• While recognising Africa’s particularities, what lessons can be learned from the 
experiences of other countries?  

• How can strategic planning help address Africa’s development challenges?  

10:45 – 11:30 Introductions 

11:30 – 12:15 Discussion 

12.15 – 12.30 Wrap-up 
 


